44                THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

man, the great founder of our Empire, laid < his wise white
head* upon the block, and died with the heroic courage which
won the admiration of even his bitterest enemies.

Although his attempts to found a 'New England* in
America had failed so disastrously, to him belongs the great
and memorable honour of being the first of our race inspired
with the great vision of empire, and of having led the way to
its realization.